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Meredith Home and School Association General Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: October 16, 2015 
8:45 AM 
 
Meeting Called to Order – Veronica Becker, Vice President 
 
 1. Introduction/Reminders 

a. Teaschooldays.com fundraiser going on now through October 20th: 
15% of all sales goes back to Meredith. Shop through 
teaschooldays.com and select Meredith Elementary at checkout. 

b. High School Fair: 3-7PM today and Oct. 17, 9-3PM at Convention 
Center 

 
2. Principal’s Report 

a. Apologies for the robocalls. Trying to save paper and limiting calls to 
twice/week. 

b. Next week school is having a major assembly on Hispanic Heritage 
Month for the first time. Mr. Mccollum’s class will be singing. Ms. 
Smith, the art teacher, is from Nicaragua, and she’ll do a 
presentation. There’s a K-3 assembly and one for grades 4-8  that 
will include elements of history, culture, etc.  

c. We’re joining the national organization Science Olympiad. There’s a 
K-3 portion and a 4-8 one. This will be a competition and at least 
every marking period for this year, we will do science competitions. 
Classrooms will turn into science labs and kids will cycle through. 

d. Units of Study: Part of readers/writers workshop has been following 
Lucy Calkins’s units of writing. HSA has provided each teacher with 
the units of study for reading from parent donations (~$800/class). 
It’s more of a K-8 curriculum.  

e. Saturday, Nov. 7 we will be holding a summit from 9AM-12PM with 
a plenary session (Jim Kenney, maybe Dr. Hite). We’re talking 
about child development and how kids learn. We’re going to break 
into breakout groups to talk about what makes a school exemplary. 
Can we create a mission/vision for Meredith that will carry us for 
years in a certain direction? We want to know what you like, what 
you don’t like. How do we make our kids into critical thinkers, no 
matter what level they’re at. We don’t know of any other school 
that’s done a retreat like this. We hope to do it twice/year. Point 
person is Lauren Overton, 7th & 8th grade social studies teacher and 
principal intern. We had many parents sign up for the planning 
committee. We’ll have a meeting next week. Everyone’s welcome. 
Childcare will be provided at the summit. Childcare includes young 



	 2	

children. An online sign-up will be set up so you can indicate how 
many children you’re bringing. At 12 we’ll have tables and chairs 
outside with several food trucks. 

f. We are starting a leadership study group among our staff. 
Once/month we’re meeting as a study group to go deeper into what 
does a good school look like and what does leadership look like. 

 
3. Upcoming Election 

a. Amanda Snyder reminded people to vote. The PA State Supreme 
Court has a historic 3 seats open. Kevin Dougherty, from South 
Philly, is the only candidate from Philadelphia running. Mrs. Farlino 
reminded everyone that neither Meredith nor the HSA endorses 
particular candidates. The message is to learn about the election 
and get out and vote.  

 
 4. Treasurer’s Report 

a. The finance committee is starting up again. Email 
mikeharris@southstreet.com if you’re interested in serving. 

b. Mike handed out a report showing finances for June 1-Oct. 15. 
Donations for the 100% campaign are at $11,300 (deposited). 
About $3000 came through paypal. We greatly appreciate the 
donations. The line item for the Meredith 5K represents the ads and 
the entry fees that were done by check the day of the race. We still 
have a check coming in from Run the Day that will be a significant 
add to this. We’ve made $876 so far from pretzel sales. We paid 
$113,000 to secure the nurse & SSAs. Wednesday night we had 
new parent orientation at Bridget Foy’s that cost only $100, and 
then some administrative charges. Right now the account has 
approximately $21,104, and we’ll see the balance grow back up. 

c. Dave asked, “Assuming the run makes $26,000 for the nurse and 
we already have $26,000 in the school district account. What 
happens with the difference? How are you making sure the funds 
are spent the way the parents want them to be spent?” Mike 
answered that if we’ve replenished the $26,000 we’ll spend the 
money on other priorities the parents have already identified, after 
basic needs for the school (books, supplies) are covered. The HSA 
uses QuickBooks and the funds can be tagged so that they’re easy 
to track. Mrs. Farlino explained that every year the HSA is supposed 
to spend down the money. This year what we had to do was borrow 
money from the auction to get the SSAs and nurse paid for or we 
would have lost the positions over the summer. Mrs. Farlino put 
money from EC (extracurriculars) and transferred it to books so she 
could buy all the math books for the building. We are dependent on 
the auction money to supply books and staff for school. As we move 
through school, if the state gives us money, we have a new way to 
spend it. We’re insulating against the cuts from the school district 
and trying to figure out other ways of fundraising to move forward 
from the state. Three years ago the district set up the alumni 
contribution fund – parent money can pay for things through the 
budget. District can take that money as we tell them to and use it 
for us. Veronica noted that when we voted on how the auction funds 
will be spent, there is always a caveat that it is based on what we 
get from the state. Part of the 100% campaign is to acknowledge 
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that we don’t know what we’re going to get from the state. This 
helps us prepare. 

 
5. 100% Campaign 

a. The end date has not yet been set. Marc explained that we’re at 
11% participation in the 100% campaign. We’ll have a thermometer 
on display in the school lobby. As checks are brought to the office, 
the child’s name is crossed off a list so we can track how many 
families have given so far. Contributions have ranged from $1 to 
$1500.  

b. Veronica mentioned that PayPal has an option where you can 
donate $10 monthly; PayPal will automatically make that monthly 
contribution if you select that option. 

c. If your family has more than 1 child at the school, just write both 
children’s names on the envelope. 

d. A parent suggested having PayPal displayed more prominently on 
the Meredith Matters homepage. 

 
 6. Meredith 5K Update 

a. Kerry reported that the race was a big success. More than 300 
people participated and we raised approximately $14,500 (after 
costs were subtracted). We had great help from Philadelphia 
Runner, Whole Foods, Kind Bar, Mama Chia, and many other 
businesses that provided sponsorships or took out ads in our ad 
book. Next year we are planning to make the event even bigger and 
better and will start planning this spring. Anyone is welcome to 
help! 

 
 7. New Parent Social Recap 

a. Veronica thanked Bridget Foy’s restaurant for hosting the new 
family social. We wanted to give parents a sense of the events 
(fundraising & fun) that happen throughout the year. We’ll be 
putting info on the website about the events that happen 
throughout the year. We have an email blast that comes out weekly 
from the HSA, and we’re also trying to push it to facebook and 
robocalls and the website. 

b. A parent commented that it would be good to better publicize the 
Meredith Meet-up Group on Facebook (currently a closed group). 
Lots of timely, useful information is posted there. 

 
 8. Cherrydale 
  a. Orders are due October 26. 
 

9. Harvest Feast 
a. Francesca announced that flyers for Harvest Feast, an ethnic food 

feast set up buffet-style in the halls of school, will be coming home 
soon. It’s November 12 and a great day to spend time with your 
kids. Volunteers are needed. 

 
 10. Meredith Auction & Hoodie Sale 

a. Christina announced a Save the Date – the auction is Saturday, 
April 9, 6-11PM, at Pennsport Caterers at Columbus & Reed. We are 
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starting now, starting early. It’s a fun group of people working 
together.  

b. Secondly, the hoodie sale will begin again next week. A zip-up 
version will be offered. It will have the same logo. $35 and one-
week turnaround. They’re all handstitched and the kids love them. 

 
11. Election Education from Patrick Christmas from Committee of Seventy 

(seventy.org) 
a. Eleanor invited Patrick Christmas to speak to the HSA about this 

historic election, which will impact education in PA for years to 
come. 

b. Patrick was a teacher at Fels for 5 years and is a neighbor. Although 
there isn’t’ a lot going on at the local level in this election, the 
Supreme Court race is a very big deal. Committee of Seventy trains 
high school students to answer questions on election day. He 
explained the ballot. City Council – you can vote for 5 people. If you 
only care for 2 candidates, if you expend all 5 votes, your 2 
candidates don’t have an edge over the other 5. (Two seats are 
reserved for non-majority candidates). We have several row offices 
– 3 city commissioners overseeing elections. One position is 
reserved for non-majority party candidate. At the bottom are ballot 
questions. Seventy.org has plain English explanations of the ballot 
questions. The bond question comes up every once in a while when 
the city has to build or maintain stuff. Supreme Court – 3 vacancies. 
First time this has happened since 1704. This will impact education 
in several ways. For example, the SRC canceled its contract with the 
Philadelphia Federation of Teachers. They’ll be hearing that. School 
funding issues as well, such as how much support states must 
provide. PA Supreme Court has huge say in how redistricting is 
done. The Philadelphia Bar Association has questionnaires and bios 
on their site. Seventy.org has links to those. We’ve been working 
with crowdpac.com/philly – it’s a startup out of CA. 1) 
Crowdsourcing of potential candidates. It’s a way for folks to see 
how much grassroots support they have before they dive in and 
decide to run. 2) Candidate bio pages. You can add candidates to 
your own page, where you save our favorites and can print or 
share. His contact info is pchristmas@seventy.org. 


